
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
R E S P O N S E  S U M M A R Y

Prepared for Sherman ISD

March 2022



Sherman ISD • Community Engagement Response Summary

© 2022 engage2learn. All Rights Reserved. 2

Contents

Introduction                                                                                                                           3

Community responses                                                                                                             4
01. From your perspective, what are the top three issues facing students and  
our district as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic?                                                                      4
02. Which types of programs do you believe should be considered to accelerate 
student learning as a result of the pandemic?                                                                           4
03. What do you believe are the highest priority needs for the next school year 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic?                                                                                     5

Parent responses                                                                                                                    6
01. Compared to school before the pandemic, what learning has gone well for 
your student this year?                                                                                                          6
02. Has there been anything particularly challenging about this school year?                                 7
03. In what subject will your child need the most extra academic support?                                    8
04. How do you feel we can support your child with additional academic opportunities 
to address learning loss?                                                                                                       9
05. What additional strategies do you feel are important to be a part of our 
academic recovery plan moving into next year?                                                                        10
06. What are your highest hopes for your student(s) as a result of their time in school?                     11
07. What do you think are your student’ top needs heading into this summer/fall?                          11

Staff responses                                                                                                                       12
01. How confident are you that your students are making sufficient academic progress this year?      12
02. How do you think we could best accelerate student learning next year?                                   13
03. How might we measure school effectiveness beyond standardized testing?                             14
04. What curriculum resources do you use regularly to support your teaching?                              15
05. What support(s) do you feel you need moving forward to help meet student needs?                 16
06. What will shape the future of education in the next 20 years?                                                 17

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/engage2learn/
https://twitter.com/engage_learning
https://www.youtube.com/c/Engage2learnOrg


Sherman ISD • Community Engagement Response Summary

© 2022 engage2learn. All Rights Reserved. 3

Introduction

SHERMAN ISD
Community Engagement Response Survey

The data in the following report is combined from 3 unique 
surveys. Each survey was provided to a specific respondent 
group within Sherman ISD and the results are presented 
individually below. The Community Survey included responses 
from community members and business owners. The Parent 
Survey included responses from parents, grandparents 

and guardians. The Staff survey included responses from 
teachers, school staff and school leaders. A Student Survey 
was administered but did not meet the minimum threshold of 
5 responses for reporting on the results. For each question, 
the top five response categories are listed.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

184
participants

Parent Survey

30
participants

Staff Survey

7
participants

Community Survey

Community member 6

Business owner 1
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From your perspective, what are the top three issues facing students and 
our district as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic? Please choose up to three 
options below 1

01

Using technology as a tool for learning

Challenges that required innovation

Goal-setting

Regularly reading and writing in all classes

Communicating with their peers, school-based adults,
mentors, community members, locally and globally

%

71%

43%

43%

29%

29%

COMMUNITY

Community 
responses

1 No comments were provided for this question 

Which types of programs do you believe should be considered to accelerate 
student learning as a result of the pandemic? Please select up to three items 
from the following list that you think will help students overcome learning loss 1

02

COMMUNITY

Professional learning: Professional learning on new
technology and best practices

Provide extended day services to accelerate instruction

Professional learning: supplemental pay for professional
learning

After school enrichment programs

Pay for tutors, reduced class size, supplemental instructional
aides to assist with small group instruction, staff retention
and recruitment, incentive pay, and instructional coaching

%

86%

57%

29%

14%

14%
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What do you believe are the highest priority needs for the next school year as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic? Please choose up to three options from 
the list below that you think are most important 1

03

COMMUNITY

Create a grading/evaluation system that encourages risk
without the fear of failure about learning

Equalize resources and opportunities for all students

Put courses in place to support and promote communication

Offer hands-on experiences and activities

Increase opportunities for students to learn skill trades

%

43%

43%

29%

29%

29%

29%

29%

29%

Increase the amount of homework

Individualize education

Provide college/career readiness

1 No comments were provided for this question 
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Parent 
responses

Compared to school before the pandemic, what learning has gone well for 
your student this year? Please choose up to three options below 01

PARENTS

Using technology as a tool for learning

Regularly reading and writing in all classes

Communicating with their peers, school-based adults,
mentors, community members

Working in collaborative groups

Support for each student

%

52%

32%

31%

18%

18%

They have not excelled during [the] pandemic. Problem solving skills.

None of the above. Chance to learn a their own pace.
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Support for each student

Communicating with their peers, school-based adults,
mentors, community members

Seeking their own answers to questions and solving real
problems

Regularly reading and writing in all classes

Challenges that required innovation

%

33%

22%

21%

14%

14%

Has there been anything particularly challenging about this school year? 
Please choose up to three options below 02

PARENTS

Support for special ed. It seems interaction with parents has 
completely declined. There has been very 
little parent/teacher communication about 
homework/tests/assignments, etc. We have 
set academic goals for our children, and it is 
hard to help them accomplish the tasks when 
parents have no idea when their tests are or 
when homework is assigned.

My youngest was in Kindergarten during 
2020; she missed out on the fundamentals of 
reading and has never really caught up.

Technology assigned keeps crashing.

Not having online option when out for Covid.

Seems like there’s lots of behavioral issues.

Getting COVID multiple times, and knowing 
when to return due to lingering symptoms 
and not feeling well.

Communication with the teacher.

Student behavior and mental health.

Support for students with high anxiety.

All of my children have stated their dislike for 
virtual learning. They do not get the same 
knowledge online as they do in a classroom 
setting. I have not seen my child’s grades all 
year except for my oldest. There is always an 
issue when I try to login. So at this point it’s 
frustrating. The kids also do not like being in 
class ands still having to submit stuff online. 
They are constantly complaining about having 
issues with stuff submitting correctly.

Special Olympics being cancelled\rescheduled 
& now not being notified in time to change 
my schedule to go. Sherman has always 
hosted special Olympics events, and this year 
Sherman has been forced to cancel a lot of 
events and not been able to host.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/engage2learn/
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Math

English Language Arts/Reading

None

Social Studies

Science

%

36%

32%

24%

4%

4%

In what subject will your child need the most extra academic support?03

PARENTS

French. Speech therapy.

Astronomy.Writing.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/engage2learn/
https://twitter.com/engage_learning
https://www.youtube.com/c/Engage2learnOrg


Sherman ISD • Community Engagement Response Summary

© 2022 engage2learn. All Rights Reserved. 9

Before school intervention/tutoring opportunities

Summer enrichment

Expanded summer learning opportunities

After-school intervention/tutoring opportunities

During school day intervention/tutoring opportunities

%

60%

32%

29%

26%

20%

How do you feel we can support your child with additional academic 
opportunities to address learning loss? 04

PARENTS

I believe adding more to our students’ plates 
is not going to help the learning loss. There is 
so much stress in their daily lives with family 
issues, money, etc.

Feedback on how parents can help at home.

Support with anxiety issues.

Expanded G/T opportunities.

More communication with teachers and 
aides.

I would like the district to equally support 
BOTH underperforming and high achieving 
students.

Summer enrichment for all students.

The ability to retest in all subjects across the 
board, especially after a student has been out 
for Covid.

More intervention in the distraction caused 
by bullying in school.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/engage2learn/
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Equalize resources and opportunities for all students

Set goals for individual students

Create assessments that are related to real world/relevant
projects

Increase opportunities for students to learn skill trades

Offer hands-on experiences and activities

%

34%

30%

29%

26%

25%

What additional strategies do you feel are important to be a part of our 
academic recovery plan moving into next year? Please choose up to three 
options from the list below that you think are most important 

05

PARENTS

Preparing students that do not do well on 
standardized tests ways to improve.

Virtual school option.

Tutoring and teachers with passion to teach.
Offer bilingual opportunities to students with 
English as a primary language.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
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Have the choice to specialize learning in areas of interest

Be well-rounded

Be confident in their ability to solve problems with
innovative solutions

Have the ability to communicate well with others

Cultivate their individual strengths and passions

%

48%

42%

40%

30%

27%

27%Have choices in their post graduation plans and career paths

What are your highest hopes for your student(s) as a result of their time in 
school? Please choose up to three options below that best describes your 
highest hopes  Students will…

06

PARENTS

Challenges associated with significant anxiety.

Love of learning

Problem-solving

Time management

Basics of literacy (reading, writing, and mathematics)

Communication skills

%

31%

28%

28%

26%

24%

What do you think are your students’ top needs heading into this  
summer/fall?07

PARENTS

I would like to see a stronger emphasis on 
College Admissions. I just went through the 
high school registration process, and it felt 
impossible to find the right path if your goal 
of high school was maximizing your GPA and 
gaining college admission. We can do better 
as a district by not just funneling the kids 
through but helping them reach their highest 
and best performance and potential.

I wish we could have a bilingual program 
where starting in elementary we can choose 
to have our child in a bilingual classroom.

All of the above.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
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Somewhat confident

Quite confident

Slightly confident

Not at all confident

Extremely confident

%

57%

20%

10%

7%

7%

Staff 
responses

How confident are you that your students are making sufficient academic 
progress this year?101

STAFF

1 No comments were provided for this question 
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Pay for tutors, reduced class size, supplemental instructional
aides to assist with small group instruction, staff retention
and recruitment, incentive pay, and instructional coaching

During school day intervention/tutoring opportunities

Professional Learning: supplemental pay for professional
learning

Expanded summer learning opportunities

After school enrichment programs

%

83%

40%

27%

17%

10%

10%After-school intervention/tutoring opportunities

How do you think we could best accelerate student learning next year? 
Please choose up to three options below 02

STAFF

Adding more time is the not the answer. We 
are already stressed with the added work and 
fast pace of academics.

We need smaller class sizes. Specials classes 
almost always have more than 22 students in 
a room with no aide.

We need more assistance during the day for 
intervention!

Study Skills Class for Struggling Freshmen.

Instructional coaches are not needed. 1/1 
ratio with technology. Eliminate 90 minute 
classes at the secondary level - half of 
the class time is wasted because of short 
attention spans.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
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% graduating high school

% graduating with certification in Career Technology
Education (CTE)

% feel that they were well prepared for post high school life

% employed after graduating from high school or college

% graduating with accelerated classes

%

53%

43%

40%

33%

23%

How might we measure school effectiveness beyond standardized testing? 
Please choose up to three options below 03

STAFF

For our special needs population, how many 
previous students are employed or working 
out in the community.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
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TEKS resource

Textbook adoption

Implementing TEKS resource

Discovery Education

TexGuide

%

90%

40%

30%

17%

13%

What curriculum resources do you use regularly to support your teaching? 
Please choose up to three options below 04

STAFF

Other mentions:

• Learning Ally, Phonics First
• Unique, N2Y, Attainment, Vizzle
• GoNoodle Flow & Steady
• K12-reader
• Quizziz & Saavas Realize Online Textbook
• BrainPop
• IXL

I make my own resources based on the level 
of questioning on common assessment and 
STAAR.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
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Mental health and behavioral supports for students

Targeted professional development

Technology needs: devices, digital tools, educational
applications

Instructional coaching and leadership

Additional resources for interventions /tutorials

%

70%

43%

40%

33%

30%

What support(s) do you feel you need moving forward to help meet student 
needs? Please choose up to three options below 05

STAFF

Math Specialist. Time, quality over quantity.

High quality curriculum for math and science.

We need resources that match the common 
assessments we are giving to third graders in 
math!

Please no more broad-scope professional 
development.

PD that is relevant. For example, a new teacher 
needs something else than what an advanced 
teacher needs. Set up choices for teachers 
to attend at the beginning of the school year. 
Pull in other teachers to help set up those—
for example—classroom management, how 
to balance work and life, etc.

Social and functional skills curriculum.

Additional staff to reduce class size.

https://www.facebook.com/engage2learn
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What will shape the future of education in the next 20 years? Please 
choose up to three options below 06

STAFF

Changes in the workforce

More choices that reflect student interest

Technology needs: devices, digital tools, educational
applications

Individualized learning

Increased gap in workforce skills

%

53%

53%

50%

43%

23%

Parent involvement.

Class size and compensation for work.

A need to lessen the teacher shortage 
through an increased pay scale.
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